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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED : To obtain a disklike stock for an electrode 
tip for a spark plug or an electric contact according to the design 
with the reduced number of production processes and at high 
productivity by suppressing brittleness at grain boundaries when 
forming the stock from iridium or an iridium -based alloy having a 
high melting point and hard to be worked. 

SOLUTION: The spherical grains 1' of iridium or an iridium -based 
alloy are dropped one by one via a spherical grain carrying apparatus 
8 and via an induction heating apparatus 10. The grains are subjected 
to structural control treatment, and the grains are held and 
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compressed at a roller gap part 13 between a pair of vertical twin 
rollers 12 and 12 and are worked into a disklike stock, and the stock 
is used for an electrode tip or an electric contact. By subjecting 
the stock of the spherical grains of iridium or an iridium - based 
alloy to heat treatment, and forcibly passing the grains through the 
space between a pair of the rollers so as to be compressed, 
structural control treatment is performed to form a smooth surface 
free from the generation of cracks in the edge parts, so that the 
stock for an electrode tip or an electric contact can be obtained 
with high efficiency at a low cost. 
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